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DialogWeb Guided Search Tutorial 
 
This Tutorial is designed to prepare you to search Dialog using DialogWeb 2.0. Novice 
DialogWeb searchers should learn enough from the tutorial to get started searching. 
Experienced DialogWeb searchers can benefit from reviewing the many new features of 
version 2.0.  
 
About the DialogWeb 2.0 Tutorial  
 
The DialogWeb 2.0 tutorial demonstrates the use of Guided Search. To show the flow of the 
search process, we will work through the same search topic, skin cancer, to demonstrate 
searching and output management.  
 
Note: The DialogWeb top Menubar has been omitted in many of our screen shots in the 
tutorial to improve performance. Please remember that the Menubar is accessible on every 
page in DialogWeb (except when you are in the helps section).  
 
 
Overview & Login 
 
What is DialogWeb 2.0? 
 
DialogWeb provides easy access to the full content (over 450 databases), power, and 
precision of Dialog through a Web browser. Special features include: 
• A flexible and easy to use Guided Search mode that does not require knowledge of the 

Dialog command language. 
• A robust Command Search mode that uses the powerful Dialog command language 

experienced searchers can easily use. 
• Database selection tools to help pinpoint the right database for your search. 
• Integrated database descriptions, pricing information, and other search assistance. 
• Easy to use forms to create and modify Alerts (current awareness updates) . 
• Search results available in HTML or text formats. 
• A choice of displaying records or sending search results via email, fax, or postal delivery. 
 
To get started on DialogWeb 2.0, you will go to http://www.dialogweb.com and logon by 
entering your user ID and password. 
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The DialogWeb Home Page provides a quick way to logon to the service and also has links 
to product information. Links to the secure site and to the Dialog website are also available. 
 
 
Guided Search 
 
Guided Search is designed for novice to intermediate searchers who want easy access to 
Dialog's authoritative business, legal, scientific, intellectual property, and technical 
information. Guided Search is the default search option for all new DialogWeb customers.  
 
Use Guided Search when you  
• do not know Dialog commands and/or databases. 
• are trying out a new subject area and are not familiar with the databases or search 

terminology. 
• need an answer to a frequently asked question. 
 
Before we start searching, take a look at the Guided Search icons to become familiar with 
them.  
 
As you try searches in Guided Search, look for certain icons and buttons that will help you 
get more information or point you in the right direction. Icons you will see most often are 
listed below:  
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Indicates that a Targeted Search option is available or that you are using a 
Targeted Search form.  

 
Indicates that a Dynamic Search is available or that you are using a 
Dynamic Search form. Depending on the search, you may see both 
Targeted Search and Dynamic Search icons indicating that both types of 
search options are available.  

 Provides context-sensitive help for the Web page interface you are viewing.  

 Provides helpful hints and examples about a specific feature through 
context-sensitive tips.  

 Describes the content of the database and provides pricing information.  

 Implements the search strategy created.  

 Clears the search strategy created so you can begin another search.  

 Indicates that the database does not have free formats and allows you to 
check prices.  

 Indicates that you are viewing records in the Picklist format. 
 
Search Topic: Our search focuses on the topic of skin cancer. There has been much 
discussion in the media and also in the scientific literature about the prevention of skin 
cancer caused by exposure to the sun. We have also heard that Philippe Autier has written 
on the topic of melanomas.  
 
 
Choosing Databases 
 
To begin our Guided Search, we click the New Search button and choose from the list of 
eight (8) main subject categories. Each category is further divided into focused search 
topics. We can select a main category, or we can select one of the links to display one of the 
search options in the main category.  
 
For our search on skin cancer prevention, we select the Medicine and Pharmaceuticals 
category to display all of the search options for this main category. We could also select 
Research & Development to focus on medical research on skin cancer.  
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Tip: If you already know the databases you'd like to search, you can enter the database 
numbers in the Quick Functions box and start your search right away. 
 
 
Quick Functions Box 
 
Quick Functions are located on the right side of the Guided Search main page. Use Quick 
Functions to: 
 
   

 
access Favorites, allowing you to go to your 
saved search strategies or Alerts  

 
change your subaccount billing information 
allowing you to bill the search session to a 
specfic account that you set up and identify  
enter a database directly 

 
display an alphabetical list of Dialog 
databases 

 
move directly to Command Search 
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Choose Databases 

Medicine and Pharmaceuticals is divided into categories that focus on specific aspects of 
the industry. You may need factual data about pharmaceutical companies from Company 
Directories or the stage of the pipeline a drug might be in under Products.  

For our search, we will click the Research and Development category to see what 
literature is being written in professional journals about the topic.  
 

 
 
Under Research and Development, we click the category Medicine. This seems like a good 
choice for articles about the prevention of skin cancer. 
 

 
 
Choose Your Search Option 

As you navigate through the subject hierarchy, you will come to a point where you have a 
choice in search forms. In Guided Search there are two search options to choose from:  
 

 
Targeted Search is available in some, but not all, subject categories. It is a ready-
made search form with databases pre-assigned to the form.  A search query is 
formulated for you based on the information you enter on the form. A Targeted 
Search form represents a frequently asked question such as finding scientific articles 
by author or doing a search on a trademark.  

 
Dynamic Search capability is available in all subject categories. The Dynamic 
Search form is generated based on the category or database that is selected. 
Dynamic Search has access to many more databases than Targeted Search and is 
more flexible in its use. 
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Tip: All of the categories will have at least one type of Dynamic Search form and many of 
the categories will also have a Targeted Search option.  
 
We'll start by clicking Targeted Search — Articles by Author to see if we can find the 
articles on melanoma by Philippe Autier.  
 
 
Targeted Search 
 
This is the easiest type of search to perform. Look at the Search Topic below and follow the 
steps to perform a Targeted Search:  
 
Targeted Search Topic: We are looking for articles on melanoma, published in the last two 
years, by Philippe Autier.  
 
We can follow these three easy steps:  
 

 Check the information we know from the search topic. In this search we know the 
author is Philippe Autier, and he is writing about melanoma. This term may be in 
the title of his articles.  

 Fill in the necessary boxes of the search form:  
• Click the sources we want. For our search we will search MEDLINE, a 

database of medical literature and SciSearch, which contains citations to 
scientific literature. 

• Author's Last Name and First Initial = Autier P 
• keywords in the title of the article = melanoma 
• date range = 1997 to 1999 
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Tip: We do not need to complete all the fields on the form. Required fields are labeled.  
 

 Click the search button.  
  

 
 
 
Targeted Search Picklist 
 
After the search has finished processing, the Picklist page will appear. We can now choose 
to view results or further refine the Targeted Search. 
 

 
Tip: To refine the search, we can click the Back to Search button, and edit, add, or delete 
information from the search form. 
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We also want some articles specifically on skin cancer prevention to see what research is 
being conducted. Let's try a Dynamic Search next on this subject and try a number of 
databases.  
 
 
Dynamic Search 
 
Dynamic Search is available at various points in the search category selection process or 
when we use the Quick Functions option in New Search and enter a specific database 
number for our search. The Dynamic search capability is available no matter what category 
or database we have picked. 
 

 
 
In a category with many databases assigned to it, we can search:  
• all of the databases together 
• a group of similarly designed databases together 
• one of the assigned databases individually.  
 
Databases that are not included in a Database Group because of their unique design are 
indicated with a blue star.  
 
Tip: We will see the most search options in the Dynamic Search form if we're searching 
databases that are designed exactly the same or if we search a single database.  
 
For our topic, we will search the Medicine Database Group of 25 databases. This allows us 
to search all of the databases with similar search options at one time.  
 
 
 
 
Dynamic Search Form 
 
After we choose our databases (the Medicine category), a Dynamic Search form is 
generated based on the category we have picked. We'll complete a Dynamic Search form 
for our search topic on the prevention of skin cancer.  
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We can follow the steps below:  
 

 Make sure that we have selected the databases we want to search. All of the 
databases are checked since we want to search the entire Medicine group. To 
eliminate a database from the search, we can click the checkbox next to the 
database name.  

 Tip: To see information about the contents and rates of the database, we can click 
the Info icon.  

 In the Search Form text box we enter the keyword(s) or phrase that describes the 
search topic. For our topic, we enter: (melanoma or skin(3n)cancer) and (protect? 
or prevent?)  

 Tip: We can click the Search Tips icon to display information on 
how to complete the search form, including information on 

truncation, Boolean logic, and proximity connectors.  
 

 In the Published From textbox we limit the search by adding 1997 to 1999.  

 When we have completed the form, we click Search. 
 

 

 
 
Dynamic Search Form Options 
 
The Dynamic Search forms also offer the following options:  
 
Navigation - The search category selections display at the top of the form. To return to a 
category or option, we can click the search category or option name.  
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http://support.dialog.com/alerts/
http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/success/
http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/dialog/pocketguide/
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