
Search Solutions – The Path to Successful Search 
 

Search for an expert in an engineering field  
 
TOPIC:  When it comes to finding comprehensive and timely information in the fields of science and 
technology ProQuest Dialog™ offers a broad spectrum of databases.   
ProQuest Dialog makes it possible to gather a comprehensive bibliographic list of publications by an 
author, or find an expert in a particular field.  This Search Solution will show how to find authors who are 
currently considered experts in their fields. You will search for experts in the field of earthquake 
engineering. 
 
The databases in ProQuest Dialog that have the broadest coverage of geophysical science are Ei 
Compendex®, Inspec®, SciSearch®: A Cited Reference Science Database, GeoRef and TULSA™ 
(Petroleum Abstracts). Ei Compendex, the premier engineering bibliographic database, covers civil, 
mechanical, chemical, electrical and mining engineering.  In total this database covers 190 engineering 
disciplines.  Inspec specializes in electrical engineering, computer science, and physical sciences and 
now includes cited references.  SciSearch covers all areas of science and its strengths are cited 
references and international coverage.  GeoRef provides access to the most comprehensive 
geosciences literature of the world.  TULSA (Petroleum Abstracts) covers topics in the geosciences, 
drilling, reservoir and production engineering. 
 
Other databases with excellent coverage of the geosciences include NTIS: National Technical 
Information Service and British Library Inside Conferences. 
 
Since each database has its unique strengths, focus and journal coverage, it gives you an advantage to 
search them together.  A look at titles after removing duplicates reveals the importance and the ease of 
searching several files at once on ProQuest Dialog. 
  
COMMAND SUMMARY  
 
Databases:  Ei Compendex, Inspec, GeoRef, SciSearch, TULSA (Petroleum Abstracts) 
 
Search Strategy 
 

Enter earthquake in the first search box.  In the drop down field code menu select Subject 
heading – SU 
 
Enter fault or fold in the second search box. In the drop down menu select Subject heading – SU 
 
Enter seism[*5] 
 
Qualify Date range to records published after 2004 
 
Limit retrieval to articles published in English only 
 
Narrow  Results by  author 
Check off boxes to Include for the top few  
Select records to view 
 

Tips 
 
 seism[*5] can be entered as seism$5  
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http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/ei_compendex.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/ei_compendex.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/ei_compendex.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/scisearch_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/tulsa.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/tulsa.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/ntis.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/ntis.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/british_lib_inside_conference.pdf


SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 
 

1. Click Change at the top 
of the screen. 
 
Click Select all to remove 
all checks from the screen. 
 
 

 

2.  Scroll down and check 
the boxes for Ei 
Compendex, GeoRef,  
Inspec, SciSearch and 
TULSA (Petroleum 
Abstracts). 

 
Press Use selected 
databases to begin five 
key geophysical science 
databases.  

 

 



3.  The navigator line now 
shows you are in 5 
databases.  Click 
Advanced Search to get 
to the Advanced Search 
form.   

 

4.  Enter the first concept 
in the top query box.  Use 
the drop-down menu to 
choose Subject heading 
(SU). 

 



5.  Enter the second and 
third concepts on the next 
two lines.  Qualify the 
second concept to Subject 
heading (SU) using the 
drop list. 

Limit the date range to 
records published After 
this date.  Enter date-
range criteria, such as 
2004. 

 

6.  Results return showing 
the search strategy and 
additional limits entered in 
the query. 

Records are sorted by 
relevance (default).  Use 
the drop-down menu to 
sort by other options, 
including by date (most 
recent first). 

Duplicate records have 
been automatically 
removed by default, and 
you can change Duplicate 
document settings to 
indicate your order of 
database preferences. 

 

 



7.  You can use Narrow 
results by navigators to 
refine your search.  For 
example, Source type.  

Click the + sign next to 
Author to see a ranked list 
of authors that you can 
choose to include only the 
highest-ranked authors 
from the retrieved records. 

 

 

 

8.  Results now show 
retrieval narrowed by the 
selected authors displayed 
above the first title and in 
Narrow results by. 

Browse titles and select 
records to keep for the 
session to view in bulk. 

Get a preview of a record 
by clicking the Preview 
button. 

When ready, click 
Selected items. 

 

 

 



9.  Choose the format you 
want, indicating how much 
of the records you wish to 
view.  Press Display. 

 

10.   Transactional 
customers will see a Price 
Preview so they can 
decide if they wish to 
proceed.  Press Continue 
to view the records. 

 



11.  This shows one brief 
citation, which includes 
the title, authors and 
author affiliations.  

You can , email, print, cite, 
export to RefWorks or a 
records management 
software or to an 
application such as Excel, 
or save selected records to 
file in HTML, PDF, Rich 
Text Format or Text by 
pressing the appropriate 
icons. 

Press Exit to leave 
ProQuest Dialog. 

 

 
 


