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Find reported adverse effects of a particular drug 
TOPIC: In this example, using two biomedical databases MEDLINE® and Embase® you want to find 
adverse effects reported for the anti-anxiety drug Paxil (paroxetine), especially as it relates to hair loss.  
MEDLINE® is a major source of biomedical literature. Embase® also contains biomedical information 
with a focus on drug literature, and Embase® Alert provides the most current information before it goes 
into Embase. Other databases you might also consider include Adis Reactions, Derwent Drug File and 
International Pharmaceutical Abstracts. 
 
It is important to pick up new documents quickly. Embase Alert and “In Process” records in MEDLINE.  
are not indexed, so in order to do a comprehensive search, a free text version of the indexed strategy 
must also be part of a comprehensive search strategy. 
 
For this search you will view the online thesaurus in MEDLINE and Embase. Choose the thesaurus for 
each database and enter the search term(s) to check for availability. You can link the drug name to 
qualifiers for adverse effects you want (e.g., adverse effects, drug toxicity, contraindications).  Then 
combine free text terms (e.g., adverse effects, drug toxicity, contraindications, side effects, poisoning) as 
an additional set. 
 

COMMAND SUMMARY  

Databases: Embase, Embase Alert, MEDLINE 
 
Search strategy 

exact.explode(paroxetine -- adverse drug reaction  paroxetine -- drug toxicity  
[limit to Subject EMB for Embase from the dropdown box] 
OR 
exact.explode(paroxetine -- poisoning or paroxetine -- contraindications or paroxetine --   
toxicity or paroxetine -- adverse effects)  
[limit to mesh subject for MEDLINE from the dropdown box] 
OR 
(adverse or side) near/5 (reaction or effect[*1] or contraindication[*1] or poison[*3] or 

             toxic[*5]) near/15 paroxetine 
AND 
hair near/3 loss or alopecia 

 
Preview, select records  
 

Tips 
 near/5 can be entered as n/5 

effect[*1] can be entered as effect$1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/medline.pdf�
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_prosheet.pdf�


 
 

 

SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH  

1.  Click Change at the 
top of the screen.  

Clear the check boxes by 
clicking Select all 

 

 

  

 
 

2. Check the boxes for 
Embase, Embase Alert 
and MEDLINE. Press Use 
selected databases to 
begin these biomedical 
databases.  

 

  
3. The navigator line now 
shows you are in 3 
databases.  Click 
Advanced to get to the 
Advanced Search form.   

 

 

  



 
 
4. Click Thesaurus and 
note that you can choose 
either the Embase or 
MEDLINE (MeSH) 
theasurus.  
 
We’ll start this search in 
Embase and then conduct it 
in MEDLINE. 

  
 

5.  In the Embase 
thesaurus, enter the search 
term PAROXETINE and 
click the radio button 
Begins with.  
 
Press Find. 

 
 

6.  Click the + sign before 
PAROXETINE to see 
related terms. 
 
  

  



 
 
7.  Click the + sign next to 
Qualifiers to link the drug 
name with qualifier terms. 
Check all that relate to 
adverse effects, including 
adverse drug reaction and 
drug toxicity (2 terms) 
 
Press Add to search. Two 
terms are selected and 
have been combined with 
OR. 
 
Note: If there were 
narrower terms, you could 
click the box before 
Explode to retrieve all 
narrower terms. 

 
 

8.  To search the MEDLINE 
(MeSH) thesaurus from the 
search screen click 
Thesaurus. Then click 
Select another thesaurus.  
Enter the search term, click 
the radio button Begins 
with and press Find.  



 
 
9.  Click the + sign next to 
PAROXETINE; then click 
the + sign before Qualifiers 
and check those related to 
adverse effects, 
contraindications, 
poisoning and toxicity. 
 
Press Add to Search. Note 
4 terms have been selected 
and are combined with OR. 
 
 
 

  
 

10.  The two searches 
created in the Embase (box 
1) and MEDLINE (box 2) 
thesauri automatically 
display in the top two 
search boxes.   
 
From the dropdown box, 
change the connector from 
AND to OR to connect the 
two thesauri searches.  
 
Enter the free text search 
from the Command 
Summary (box 3). Use 
limited truncation. Use 
NEAR/number so terms will 
appear close to one 
another. Change the 
connector from AND to OR. 
 
Check Show number of 
results… to see results on 
this page and continue 
searching. Press Search. 
 

 



 
 
11. Click the + sign next to 
Add a row to create a new 
search box.  
 
Narrow the search by 
adding the “hair loss” 
term(s). Use the connector 
NEAR/3 so HAIR LOSS is 
within 3 words in either 
order. Use the AND 
connector. 
 
Uncheck Show number of 
results and  press Search. 
 

 
12.  Click Preview to 
preview the records. 
 
Sort your results by 
Relevance (default) or date 
order from the dropdown 
box and click Sort.  
 
Duplicate records have 
been automatically 
removed by default.   
 
Click Change under 
Duplicate document 
settings. 
 

 
13.  Change duplicate 
document settings to 
indicate your order of 
databases preferences.  
Click Apply preferred 
databases. 
 
Records from the preferred 
databases are retained. 

 



 
 
14.  Note the Preferred 
databases you set above 
are applied. 
 
After checking boxes for 
records you wish to work 
with, click Selected items. 
Choose the format you wish 
to view and click Display. 
 
Note: If you are a 
transactional customer, a 
Price Preview screen 
displays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15.  If you’ve checked a 
number of records,  you 
may want to Jump to item 
instead of scrolling through. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


