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Search for drug names in Embase  
 
TOPIC: I have the brand name of a drug, and I realize that without the preferred generic name or 
laboratory code I will miss a lot of important articles in the biomedical literature. How can I find 
comprehensive synonyms for drug brand names in the biomedical literature?  
 
Embase® is one of the leading sources for searching the biomedical literature. It is especially strong in 
reporting all aspects of medical and pharmaceutical information. The Embase thesaurus, Emtree, 
consists of more than 60,000 medical terms, drug names, acronyms, MeSH® subject headings and 
spelling variations. Embase also indexes more than 260,000 synonyms, with over 172,000 drugs and 
chemicals, which as non-preferred terms, point to the preferred term. Such pointers include the drug 
brand name, chemical names, other generic names, laboratory codes, CAS® Registry Numbers and 
MeSH terms. Embase uses the International Nonproprietary Nomenclature (INN) generic names as its 
preferred drug terms. This is a key difference from MEDLINE®, which indexes the United States 
Adopted Names (USAN) as its preferred terms. For example, Embase prefers paracetamol for Tylenol® 
and MEDLINE indexes acetaminophen. 
 
Using the ProQuest Dialog thesaurus helps you find the preferred term and by clicking a checkbox for 
Explode obtain narrower terms.   
  
COMMAND SUMMARY  
 
Topic:  In this application you will search for articles about Rocephin as a treatment for amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS). All you have is the brand name Rocephin. 
 
Select databases: Embase 
 
Search strategy 
 
Find Embase on the Home page 

Choose Advanced Search 

Click Thesaurus 

Enter drug name Rocephin 

Click Find  Click link to rocephin. 

 Check box for the preferred term: ceftriaxone 
Deselect Explode and check Major 
Press Add to search 

Search statement created on Advanced Search form on 
line 1 

MJEMB.EXACT(“”ceftriaxone”) 

Add additional synonyms for rocephin on line 2. Change 
the drop-down AND to OR 

OR “ro 13 9904 or ro 139904 or rocefin or rocephin or 
rocephine 

Press Preview result counts 

Enter additional statement and press Search S1 AND amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or als or 
mjemb(amyotrophic lateral sclerosis)) 
 

Press Search  

Preview, Select to view records 

Export/Save in PDF, HTML, RTF or Text to include search strategy. 

 
 
  

http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/medline.pdf
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SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 

 

1. From the Home 
screen, scroll down to 
Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases.  

Click Embase. 

  

2. Click Advanced 
search.   
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3. In Advanced Search, 
to find preferred terms, 
click Thesaurus.  
 
Enter your drug name.  
 
Press Find.  Terms 
appear.  Click rocephin. 

 
 

4.  Emtree points to 
ceftriaxone as the 
preferred term for 
Rocephin.  Check the box 
for Major (subject). Since 
there are no narrower 
terms leave Explode 
blank. 
 
 
Click Add to search. 
 
Note: if narrower terms 
had appeared, you could 
have included all of them 
by checking Explode to 
include all narrower terms. 
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5.  Read the scope notes 
by clicking the yellow 
sticky pad.  Make note of 
additional relevant 
synonyms. 
 
 
6.  Press Add to search. 

 
7.  Your search strategy 
automatically appears in 
the first search box, 
limited to the major 
Subject terms. 
 
On the second line, 
change the drop-down to 
OR and enter relevant 
synonyms for the drug 
name, which you found in 
the scope notes. 
 
Press Preview result 
counts. 
 

 
8.  You created Set 1 (S1) 
shown below in Recent 
Searches. 
 
Narrow the search by 
combining disease terms 
with S1 and press Search 
to proceed to the Results 
page where you can 
browse titles of the 
records retrieved.  
 
The search for disease 
terms include both free-
text and the Emtree term 
for the disease as a major 
descriptor: 
mjemb(amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis). 
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7. Results display. 
Preview records by 
clicking Preview. 
 
Note: You can also save 
the search or create an 
Alert or RSS feed. 

 
8.  You can change the 
Sort option to view the 
latest records first. Sort 
results by Relevance is 
the default. 
 
 
 
 
 
Under Narrow Results 
by, click the + sign next to 
Publication title if you wish 
to narrow further to one or 
more publication titles. 
 
Check records to view 
when ready.  Then click 
Selected items.  
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9.  Choose how much of 
the records you wish to 
view and press Display. 
 
Transactional customers 
will see a Price Preview. 
They can press Continue 
if they wish to proceed to 
display the records. 
 

 
 

10. The first record 
selected displays. To go 
to the next record click 
Next.  
 
You can email, print, 
cite, and export or Save 
to a software application 
such as Excel, PDF, 
HTML, Rich Text Format 
or text. You will be able to 
include your search 
strategy when you 
Export/Save to PDF, 
HTML, Rich Text Format 
or Text only. 

 
 

 
 
Contact the Dialog Knowledge Center 
Within North America 1 800 3 DIALOG (334 2564)  
Outside North America 00 800 33 DIALOG (33 34 2564)  
Email: Customer@dialog.com 

mailto:Customer@dialog.com

