
Search Solutions – The Path to Successful Search 

Search for a biomedical subject 
TOPIC: When it comes to finding comprehensive and timely answers to important health issues quickly, 
medical researchers turn to ProQuest Dialog™. ProQuest Dialog offers a broad spectrum of databases 
of importance to researchers in the areas of life sciences, chemistry, pharmacology and others.  
 
Four databases on ProQuest Dialog have the broadest coverage of biomedical literature: MEDLINE®, 
Embase®, BIOSIS Previews®, and SciSearch®: A Cited Reference Science Database. This gives 
you the advantage of using more than one database to access thousands of sources. Each database 
has its unique strengths, focus and journal coverage. A look at titles after removing duplicates reveals 
the importance and the ease of searching several databases at once on ProQuest Dialog. 
 
Recent news articles suggest that antibiotics can be used to treat neurological diseases such as Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease (ALS). For this search you will find recent articles to investigate this claim. 
 
COMMAND SUMMARY  
 
Databases:  BIOSIS Previews, Embase, MEDLINE, SciSearch: A Cited Reference Science Database 
 
Search Strategy: 
 

Enter amyotrophic lateral sclerosis in the first search box 
Enter treat[*4] or therap[*5] or cure in the second search box 
Enter antibiotic in the third search box 
Narrow by publication dates 
Click Search 
Click Change under databases for duplicate-detection to select database order preferences 
Preview records and select records to view 
 

Tips 
 treat[*4] can be entered as treat$4 
 
SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 

1. Click Change at the top 
of the screen. 
 
Click Select all to remove 
all checks from the screen. 
 
Click View by industry. 
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http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/medline.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/biosis_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/scisearch_prosheet.pdf


2. Click the plus sign next 
to Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases and 
check off the boxes for 
BIOSIS Previews, Embase, 
MEDLINE and SciSearch.   
 
Press Use selected 
databases to begin the 
four key biomedical 
databases.  

 

 
 

3. The navigator line now 
shows you are in 4 
databases.  Click 
Advanced Search to get to 
the Advanced Search 
form.   
 

 

 
 



4. Enter search terms in the 
query boxes.  There are 
three rows and you can add 
more rows if needed.  Each 
line provides a drop-down 
fields list.  This search is a 
general search across the 
four databases, taking the 
default AND operator to 
combine concepts.   
 
Use the Date range limiter 
to restrict the search to 
articles published in the last 
three years. 
 
This search creates one 
search set.  If you prefer to 
build sets, enter the first line 
only and check the box to 
show the number of results 
and stay on this page.  Then 
search the second concept; 
then the third and combine 
the sets with s1 and s2 and 
s3. 
 
Press Search. 

 

5. Results return showing 
the search strategy and 
additional limits entered in 
the query.  Records are 
sorted by relevance 
(default).  Use the drop-
down menu to sort by other 
options, including by date 
(most recent first). 

 

 
 



6. You can use Narrow 
results by navigators to 
refine your search.  For 
example, click on + beside 
the Source type to expand 
available options. Click on 
More options to view a list 
and limit to or exclude one 
or more Source types in 
your results set.  The Date 
slider appears at the bottom 
of the navigator options. 

 
7. You can further Narrow 
results by publication year or 
date.  Hover over a bar to 
see the number of records in 
a certain range.  Drag the 
handles, click a bar, or enter 
a specific date range by 
clicking the link to Enter a 
specific date range. 

 

 
 



8.  Results return narrowed 
by date.  

9. Preview records by 
clicking the Preview button. 
 
10. Duplicate records have 
been automatically removed 
by default.  You can change 
duplicate document settings 
to indicate your order of 
databases preferences. 
Click Change under 
Duplicate document 
settings. 

 

 
 



11.  Enter numbers in the 
boxes next to the database 
names or drag and drop the 
database names to sort the 
duplicate documents in 
order of database 
preference. 

12.  Records from the 
preferred databases are 
retained.  Now you can 
select records you wish to 
keep to view, email, print, 
cite, export to RefWorks or 
to a records management 
software or to an application 
such as Excel, or save 
selected records to file in 
HTML, PDF, Rich Text 
Format, Text. 
 
To see one record, click a 
title. 

  

 
 



13. Click a title to view a full 
record or click Selected 
items to see the records 
selected during the session. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


