
Search Solutions – The Path to Successful Search 

Locate clinical trials being conducted in a particular year on a specific drug 
 
TOPIC: In this example, using four biomedical databases – MEDLINE®, Embase®, BIOSIS Previews® 
and SciSearch®: A Cited Reference Database – you want to find recent clinical trials for the drug 
infliximab, a drug used to treat rheumatoid arthritis.  
 
All four databases are central to biomedical research; however, as the example shows, they are 
searched differently. Both MEDLINE and Embase have their own thesaurus to help in locating search 
terms. In these two databases, you will use the EXPLODE command to select all narrower terms for 
clinical trials quickly and easily. In BIOSIS Previews and SciSearch, you want to use as many keyword 
synonyms as possible to conduct the search.  
 
COMMAND SUMMARY  
 
Databases:  BIOSIS Previews, Embase, MEDLINE and SciSearch: A Cited Reference Science Database 
 
Search Strategy 
 

Enter ti,su(infliximab) and dtype(clinical* or multicenter* or randomized* or meta* or controlled) or 
mesh.exact.explode(“clinical trial”) fdb(medlineprof) 
 
Enter emb.exact.explode("infliximab -- clinical trial") or (ti,su(infliximab) and 
emb.exact.explode("clinical trial") fdb(embase))  
 
Enter ti,su,if(infliximab) and ((clinical or random* or controlled) pre/0 (trial or study) or multicenter 
or meta pre/0  analys* or phase pre/0 (i or ii or iii or 1 or 2 or 3)) fdb(biosispreviews or scisearch)  
 
Enter s1 or s2 or s3  
 
Limit to 2011 
 
Preview, click title, select records 

 
Tips 
 

Limited truncation is available and recommended for best results.  For example, random* can be 
entered as random[*4] or random$4.  The syntax is term[*#] or term$# where # is a number. 
 
pre/0 can be entered as p/0 
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http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/medline.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/biosis_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/scisearch_prosheet.pdf


 

SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 

1.  Click Change at the top 
of the screen.  The list of 
databases appears.  
Deselect the checkbox for 
Select all. Click View by 
industry and scroll down.  
Click the plus sign to expand 
the Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases. 
Select BIOSIS Previews, 
Embase, MEDLINE, and 
SciSearch: A Cited 
Reference Science 
Database. 
 
Press Use selected 
databases. 
 

 
2.  You are now searching in 
four databases, and in Basic 
Search. Click Advanced at 
the top of the page to go to 
the Advanced Search page.   

 



3.  Create the first of three 
search sets: enter search 
terms for the first concept, 
qualifying to MEDLINE using 
the From Database field 
code (FDB). Check the box 
to Show number of results 
and stay on this page. 
Press Search. 
 
Note:  You can find the 
database codes in the Help 
text.  Click Help and when 
Help opens, click Search.  
Then enter FDB.  Click 
Targeting databases when 
you search. 

 
4. Set 1 appears under 
Recent searches.  Clear the 
search form and enter 
search terms for Set 2, 
qualifying to Embase using 
the From Database field 
code (FDB).  Press Search.  

 



5. Now two sets appear 
under Recent searches.  
Clear the form and enter 
search terms qualifying to 
BIOSIS Previews and 
SciSearch using the FDB 
field code.  Click Search. 

 
6.  OR the three sets 
together by entering S1 OR 
S2 OR S3. Click the Search 
options tab to enter a date 
range. 
 

 



7.  Search options provide 
limiters you can select to 
narrow the search.  Qualify 
to a Date range by using the 
drop list. Since you’re 
limiting results to data 
published during one year, 
enter the four-digit year in 
the year box. 
 
Deselect Show number of 
results and stay on this 
page and press Search. 

 
8.  Browse results. Duplicate 
records have been removed 
automatically. 
 
On this page you can narrow 
results further by using 
Search within and Narrow 
results by options.   
 
Click Preview to preview 
records of interest.  Select 
records you wish to view in 
bulk.  
 
You can look at full records 
by clicking titles, or by 
clicking Selected items.  
Email, print, cite, export or 
save selected records by 
clicking on the 
corresponding icon.  You 
can also easily create a 
Saved Search, Alert or RSS 
feed based on your search 
strategy. 
 
 


