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Use drug link subheadings in Embase® 
 
TOPIC: Biomedical information professionals often get questions about drug administration and dosage. 
These questions have two aspects: 
 

• How can I find citations about the route of administration and/or drug dosage, including the 
relationship between dosage and its effects over time?  

• How can I find articles about a specific route of administration of a specific drug?  
 
Embase® indexing makes it easy to get timely and accurate answers. You can quickly find abstracts 
where the route of administration and dosage issues are significant parts of the article, and you can link 
particular routes of drug administration to a specific drug and make it a major descriptor term. For details 
and search aids on using EMTREE click here. For a list of EMTREE routes of administration subheading 
links click here. 
 
You will search for articles about drug administration and dosage of Zocor® and find records about oral 
administration of this drug. 
 
COMMAND SUMMARY  
 
Database:  Embase 
 
Strategy 
 
 Use the Thesaurus to find the EMTREE term for Zocor 
  
 Use the preferred term and expand Qualifiers to find Drug administration and Drug dosage 
 
 Add to search 
 
 Use the Thesaurus to find the Qualifier for Oral drug administration 
 
Tips 
 

Link qualifiers to thesaurus terms by using the LNK operator or double dashes. For example, 
mjemb(simvastatin lnk drug dose or simvastatin -- drug administration) 
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http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_prosheet.pdf
http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/dialog/f72_drug_names.shtml
http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/dialog/f72_drug_links.shtml


SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 

1.  Browse the databases 
and click on Embase. 

 
2.  Click on Advanced 
search to go to the 
Advanced Search page. 

 



3.  Click Thesaurus. 

 
4.  Enter the drug term.  
Choose the Begins with 
option. 

 



5.  EMTREE thesaurus 
reports that simvastatin is 
the preferred term.  Click the 
plus sign next to Qualifiers 
to expand the list of 
qualifiers.  Check the box for 
drug administration. 
 
Since simvastatin has no 
narrower terms, deselect the 
box for Explode to include 
narrower terms. 
 
Check the box to Search as 
major subjects. 

 
6.  Scroll down and check 
the box for drug dosage. 
 
Press Add to search. 

 



7.  The search statement 
has been entered into the 
Advanced Search form.  
Choose limiters including 
Humans. 

 
8.  Scroll down and choose 
the limiter for articles 
published in English. Then 
press Search. 

 



9.  Results return.  Browse 
titles.  Records are sorted by 
relevance.  You can sort by 
date in ascending or 
descending order.  You can 
use Narrow results by 
functions, including a Date 
slider.  Select records to 
view later. 

 
10.  From Advanced 
Search and the Thesaurus 
look-up, follow the steps 
shown above, and scroll 
down through the qualifiers 
for simvastatin to check the 
box for oral drug 
administration.  Check the 
box for Search as major 
subjects. 
 
Press Add to search. 

 



11.  After ProQuest Dialog 
adds the search to the 
Advanced Search form, 
press Search.  Browse titles. 
 
You can look at full records 
by clicking titles, or by 
clicking Selected items.  
Email, print, cite, export or 
save selected records by 
clicking on the 
corresponding icon.  You 
can also easily create a 
Saved Search, Alert or RSS 
feed based on your search 
strategy. 
 

 
 
 
 


