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Find Reported Adverse Effects of a Particular Drug 

TOPIC: In this example, using three biomedical databases MEDLINE®, Embase® and Embase® Alert 

you want to find adverse effects reported for the anti-anxiety drug Paxil (paroxetine), especially as it 
relates to hair loss.  
 
MEDLINE® is a major source of biomedical literature. Embase® also contains biomedical information 
with a focus on drug literature, and Embase® Alert provides the most current information before it goes 
into Embase. Other databases you might also consider include Adis Reactions, Derwent Drug File and 
International Pharmaceutical Abstracts. 
 
It is important to pick up new documents quickly. Embase Alert and “In Process” records in MEDLINE 
are not indexed, so in order to do a comprehensive search, a free-text version of the indexed strategy 
must also be part of a comprehensive search strategy.  
 

An online thesaurus is available for MEDLINE and Embase to identify drug 
names and qualifiers (subheadings). In this search you will use command 
language to link the drug name to qualifiers for adverse effects you want 
(e.g., adverse effects, contraindications, drug toxicity, poisoning). Then 
combine free-text terms (e.g., adverse effects, drug toxicity, 
contraindications, side effects, poisoning) as an additional set.  
 
COMMAND SUMMARY  

Databases: Embase, Embase Alert, MEDLINE 
 
Search strategy 

 

Click Change on the navigator bar to select databases.  Deselect all database check boxes. Scroll down and select 
Embase and Medline. Press Use selected databases. 

Choose Command Line. 

Enter search statement(s) in the query box with a 
carriage return (¶) after each line.  This will create four 
distinct search sets. 
 
Line 1: 
 
Line 2: 
 
Line 3: 
 
Line 4: 
  

 

 

mjemb(paroxetine -- (ae OR to))  

 

mjmesh(paroxetine -- (ae or ct or po or to)) 

 

paroxetine near/15 (adverse or side) near/5 (reaction 
or effect[*1]) or paroxetine near/15 
(contraindication[*1] or poison[*3] or  toxic[*5]) 

 

s1 OR s2 OR s3 

 

Under Date range drop-down box to qualify to date 

range 

Last three years 

Press Preview result counts  

Enter additional search statement and press Search. s4 and hair near/3 (loss or alopecia) 

On Results page under Duplicate document settings, press Change. 

Preview, Select to view records, or Download all to include search strategy. 

 

http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/medline.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_prosheet.pdf
http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/embase_alert_prosheet.pdf
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SOLUTION – COMMAND LINE  

1. Click Change at the 

top of the screen.  

Clear the check boxes by 
clicking Select all 

Click View by industry 

and choose 
Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases. 

 

  

 

2. Check the boxes for 

Embase, Embase Alert 
and MEDLINE. Press Use 
selected databases to 

begin these biomedical 
databases.  

 

 
 

3. The navigator line now 
shows you are in 3 
databases. Click 
Command Line to get to 
the Command Line 
form.  
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4. Enter the search in the 

Command Line box. Press 
<Enter> at the end of each 
line to create four distinct 
search sets.  
 
Use the Field codes 
MJEMB to qualify 
EMTREE terms to Major 
descriptor and MJMESH 
to qualify MeSH terms to 
Major descriptor. 
 
Note:  A Thesaurus link is 

available to check 
preferred name and 
allowable subheadings.  
 
Line 3 broadens the 
search with free-text 
adverse effects 
terminology. 
 
Line 4 is “S1 OR S2 OR 
S3”. 
 
Press Preview result 
counts.   

5. Browse the four search 
sets for accuracy and 
record counts. Combine 
the results of Set 4 with 
the concepts of hair loss 
OR alopecia. 
 
Press Search. 
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6. On the Results page, 
browse titles. Brief view is 
the default. Click Detailed 
view for more information. 
 
7. Duplicate records have 

been automatically 
removed by default. You 
can set your own 
Duplicate order of 
preference. 
Click Change under 
Duplicate document 
settings. 

 
8. Change duplicate 
document settings to 
indicate your order of 
database preferences.  
Click Apply preferred 
databases. 

 
Records from the 
preferred databases are 
retained. 
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9. Note the Preferred 

databases are applied. 
 
You can sort your results 
by Relevance (default) or 
date order from the 
dropdown box and click 
Sort.  
 
Click Preview to preview 

records. 
 
Select records you want 

to keep for the session to 
view, print, email or 
download. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. Click Selected items.  
 
From the popup box, 
choose the format you 
wish to view and click 
Display. 

 
Note: Alternatively you can 
click Download all 
results and include your 

search strategy. 
 
Searchers on 
Transactional plans will 
see a cost estimate.  Click 
Continue to proceed. 
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11. If you’ve checked 

more than one record, 
click Next to see the next 

one or scroll down. 
 
12. You can bulk email, 

print, export, save and cite 
your records.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Contact the Dialog Knowledge Center 
Within North America 1 800 3 DIALOG (1 800 334 2564)  
Outside North America 00 800 33 DIALOG (00 800 33 34 2564)  

Email: Customer@dialog.com 
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