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Search for new drug approvals (NDA) and abbreviated new drug applications 
(ANDA)  
TOPIC: Summaries of drug approval for prescription and generic drugs appear about every two weeks 
and are covered by FDAnews, which is a good file for current awareness since it updates daily. 
FDAnews on ProQuest Dialog has coverage of U.S. and international regulatory, legislative, and 
business news and information for those companies and organizations that are regulated by the FDA 
and the European commission.  

Approval contains the applicant, ingredients of the drug, the drug name (lab code) and indications. It also 
includes both ANDA and NDA approvals and type of approval. Some may be tentative approvals and will 
list the reason for the caution. Additionally, other articles are also included for drugs where there may be 
a potential problem (e.g., “Teva Wins Tentative Approval…”). 
 

COMMAND SUMMARY  

Topic: Look for ANDA and NDA drug approvals issued by the FDA for the pharmaceutical company 
Mylan in the last three years 
 
Database: FDAnews 
 
Search strategy 

Enter “drug approval” or anda or nda and mylan  
Use the date slider to narrow to last three years 
Sort the records by date, most recent first 
Preview/select records  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dialog.com/prosheets/fda.pdf�


 
SOLUTION – ADVANCED SEARCH 

 
1. Scroll down to 
Pharmaceutical & 
Biomedical databases. 
Click FDAnews to select 
the database to search. 

  
2. The top line now 
shows you are in one 
database.  Click 
Advanced search.   

 
 



3. Enter search terms.  Use 
quotation marks around 
search terms you want to 
search as a phrase. There 
are three rows, and you can 
add more rows if needed.  
Each line has a drop-down 
fields list available.  For this 
search we are doing a 
search in All fields (no full 
text).   
 
Note: Depending on your 
search needs, you can 
use the drop-down 
operator list to change 
from AND to OR or NOT. 
 
Press the Search button. 
 

  
 

4.  Results return.  Narrow 
results by publication year 
or date.  Hover over a bar 
to see the number of 
records in a certain range.  
Drag the handles or click a 
bar, or enter a specific 
date range by clicking the 
link to Enter a specific 
date range (not shown). 
 
Press Update. 
 
 
 
 

  
 



5. Sort results by offers 
options for relevance 
(default) and date.  
 
Click option for 
Publication date (most 
recent first) and press 
Sort. 

  
 

6.  Results display. 
Preview records by 
clicking the Preview 
button. 
 
Note: Under Narrow 
results by you can view 
publication titles for these 
results and refine further 
by clicking a publication 
title. 

  
 



7.  Click check boxes 
before records you want to 
view and then click 
Selected items. 
 
A popup box displays. 
Choose how much of the 
records you wish to view, 
or click a title to view a full 
record.   
 
Then press Display.  
 
 
 

 
 

8.  A full record displays. 
This record has both an 
abstract and the full text, 
as well as indexing. 
 
To go to the next record, 
you can scroll down 
through the records you 
selected or click Next. 
 
You can email, print, cite, 
export to a software 
application such as Excel 
or Save as file in PDF, 
HTML, Rich Text Format 
or text.  You can also 
easily create an Alert, 
RSS feed or Saved search 
based on your search 
strategy. 

 
 


